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Mission and Vision Statements  

Jasper—Yellowhead   

     Historical Society   

March 2020 

The Jasper-Yellowhead Historical Society (JYHS) will promote 
awareness, understanding and appreciation of our regional 
heritage, both natural and cultural, to the residents and visitors 
of our community.  

 

The Jasper-Yellowhead Historical Society will be recognized by 
park residents and visitors as a dynamic, high profile, 

community oriented organization. It will play a lead role in 
delivering effective, high quality programs, services and 

products about Jasper’s cultural history, particularly within a 
museum environment. On its own and in partnership with 

others, JYHS will be the community’s first choice for learning 
about the area’s past, for contributing artifacts and archival 
materials, and for choosing a credible, reliable partner to 

promote Jasper’s heritage values. 

 AGM Thursday, March 19, 2020 
 7 pm – 9 pm 

Annual General Meeting with the election of board members and 
presentation of financial statements. Followed by...  

The History of the Jasper Lions Club, celebrating 50 years!  
 

INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR BOARD—Contact Ann at 
annjasper@shaw.ca or Rob at the Museum 780 852 3013. 

 

The 12 member board is in need of 3 directors, the balance of the 
board is returning. Monthly meetings, fundraising, development of  
the vacant lot, corporate sponsorship, membership are  topics of  

discussion. We need your ideas to tell...Our Jasper Stories! Join us! 
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Hiding in Plain Sight, Showcase Gallery 

 
 
 

In the 18th century, the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North West Company established a series 
of trading posts. A result of these interactions was marital or common-law unions between 

Europeans involved in the fur trade and First Nations women. In time, their descendants came to 
be known as “Métis.”  

Now showing in our Showcase Gallery, an exhibit from the Library and Archives Canada called 
Hiding in Plain Site; Discovering the Metis Nation.  We have incorporated some of our own local 

stories and artifacts into the exhibit.  The exhibition will run until May 3rd, 2020 with an opening re-
ception planned for Friday, March 27

th
, 2020. 

 

 



Mountjoy Geology Garden Opening  Celebration 
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The Mountjoy Geology Garden has officially opened. Warren led 
several honoured guests through the speeches, Anita Mountjoy 

expressed her appreciation on behalf of herself and her late 
husband Eric for the wonderful display. Emotions and humour filled 

the morning opening and the evening gala. Long time friends 
gathered for this unique display in Jasper. Visit the displays inside 
and outside the Jasper Museum and learn more of what we stand 

on in Jasper. 

October 2018, Warren Waxer is 
able to prepare the Jasper 
Museum grounds for a long 

planned geology display. 

Anita Mountjoy cuts the ribbon to officially open the 
garden on September  9, 2019. 



 
                                                                                    
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Mountjoy Geology Garden Opening  Celebration 

Our local papers - The Jasper Local and the Fitzhugh have an interest in Jasper stories and often cover our 
events or dive into our archives when needed. The Fitzhugh  has dedicated space for a monthly article on 
“Our Jasper Stories” using our photos. Their articles can be written by the Museum staff or are written by 

interested parties. Both papers rely on local support, as does the Jasper Museum, it’s a fitting match! 
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Do you want to know what lies 
underfoot or over your head as you 
hike in Jasper National Park? Can 
you tell “Breccia” rock from “Limey 
Travertine”and know that a half 
billion years separate the two? The 
Jasper Museum has examples of 
rock types found in the park. Each 
has its story ands its place in 
geological time. Check it out and  
come inside to learn more.  
Lots to discover here! 
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 Manager’s  Message Rob Hubick  

 
It is hard to believe it has been three years since I joined the Jasper-Yellowhead Museum & Archives.  
These past years we have had our successes and our challenges but I have enjoyed every minute of it.  
Since my arrival, Jasper has accepted me as one of their own and Jasper feels like home to me, but I will 
always bleed green and cheer for the Saskatchewan Roughriders Football Team.   
 

I have said this many times before; I am amazed the support the museum receives by not only the 
members of this community, but those who live right across Alberta and Canada.  I am so lucky to be able 
to work with such amazing people including those who put in countless hours helping at our fundraising 
events and other activities, the board of directors who step up and put in extra time to ensure that we are 
able to keep this amazing facility running  Most of all my staff, the knowledge and dedication they bring to 
this organization cannot be thanked enough. They make me look good!  

 

So where do we go from here?  Looking to the 
immediate future we once again will have our 
challenges; we have no idea what the effects of the 
Coronavirus will have on our summer attendance.  Paid 
admissions to the museum during the busy summer 
season make up a large portion of our revenues, which 
also affect gift shop sales and door donations.  The last 
two provincial budgets could also have an effect, 
funding to the Alberta Museums Association was cut by 
a total of 20% which will affect their programs and 
grants that many of us rely on.  Some difficult decisions 
may have to be made or projects postponed or 
cancelled to ensure we stay financially viable. 
 

However, it is not all gloomy we have some amazing 
things planned this year and beyond.  We already have 

a full slate of temporary exhibits planned for the year and are already starting to plan for next year and 
beyond.  In our Showcase Gallery our current temporary exhibit is; “Hiding in Plain Sight: Discovering the 
Metis Nation” which will run until May 3rd, 2020; in May the Lake Edith Artists will be back; for June 2020, 
Mountain Galleries presents an exhibition of paintings by top Western Canadian Artists called “enchanted 
forests“; 100 Hands from Around the World, One to One Hundred a Multimedia Production by Local Artist 
Satoko Naito (Rico), will run from July – October 2020; then of course we have our annual Festival of Trees 
in November and December.  The summer will include our annual outings to amazing places around 
Jasper and we hope to develop summer kid’s camps for not only local but for tourist kids as well.  We are 
always in search of speakers on various topics, potential new book launches that relate to Jasper and 
programming around our exhibits.  So stay tuned for more exciting programming. 
 

This year we will be saying good-bye to a couple of our longtime staff members.  Margret Bealy our Gift 
Shop Manager is retiring at the end of March.  Margret has done an amazing job during her time here in 
making the gift shop it is today.  We will be welcoming Nancy Best to the team as our new Gift Shop 
Manager.  Diane (Dee Dee) Bartlett our Collections Manager will also be retiring later this year.  Dee Dee’s 
experience in collections and knowledge of Jasper will be hard to replace.  Dee Dee is not going too far, 
she has agreed to stay on our Accessions Committee and to possibly come back and work on some 
special projects funded by grants.  We are hoping to fill Dee Dee’s position with a young graduate student.  
I would like to wish them both a long and happy retirement. 
 
That is all for now.  Go Riders! 
 
Rob Hubick 
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 JYHS Volunteers are our backbone! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Jasper Museum can tell your stories. We need your 
help  in bringing the stories out of our archives and back to 
life. 
Thanks to many volunteers we fundraise constantly! 
Events like the Gran Fondo Bike Race, the Duck Race, 
Festival of Trees, Whisky, Wine and Hops, our Mothers 
Day Tea, Ride the Rails Raffle, Almond Sales, Jasper 
NordicFest , bottle drives and the Casino in St Albert all  
bring in much needed funds in to keep the Jasper Museum 
viable. About $60,000 a year is raised. It can feel like a 
struggle, until the volunteers and supporters come in to 
make it fun and the results are a huge bonus to the 
museum.  
 
Temporary exhibits, outings, coffee hours, elementary 
school programming, the geological display, model train 
displays all bring in visitors, leading  to  better gift shop and 
archive sales. 
 
To our dedicated supporters and over 2000 volunteer 
hours….THANK YOU! 

Shop local, it is important to both the 
museum and our local businesses! 

Did you know you can apply a donation to a 
community non-profit organization at TGP,  
The Grocery People!  The Jasper Yellowhead 
Museum is one of  several groups currently 
registered with TGP,  It costs you nothing to 
have The Grocery People donate on your  
behalf. 
Prior to paying remember to ask the cashier to 
have your donation go to the “Museum Fund”. 
 Robinson’s Foods on Connaught Drive 
has been sold. We thank Ray and Diana for 
their long time  support of the Jasper Museum 
and wish them well with their future plans.   
 Candice at the National Car Rental offers 
used books to travelers. About $1000 was 
raised for the museum. Used books supporting 
the museum are also available in the Jasper 
Activity Centre.  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Remind our elected Jasper Councilors that the Jasper Museum   

needs and appreciates their municipal support ! 
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Why should I pay for museum photos?           1/2 

 

 
 

 
the stores “Sterling Food Market” and “Jeffery’s”; one for each subject “ski”, “skiing”, “grocery store”; you could even do 
one more under the general subject sports and recreation. Oh  yes remember the date and the photographer if known. 
That is at least a dozen cards for this photo alone. 
 
These days the process is a little simpler. We now use specifically designed databases to track photo in the archives. In 
the Jasper Yellowhead Museum and Archives we have over 14,000 images scanned and catalogued, with many more in 
backlog waiting to be processed.  
 
Though the process is more streamlined it still involves a lot of steps:  
 
First the archivist researches to find out as much as possible about the photo, especially if it came in with little or no 
information. 
 
The photo is then scanned in a “tiff format” which becomes our access copy. The original paper copy goes into long term 
storage for preservation. A second digital copy of the image stamped with the JYMA number is made and stored as a 
lower resolution jpeg to be attached to the record. Both of these digital images are stored in different locations and are 
protected under our digital backup procedure. 
 
Next an entry in the archives photo database is created. This is where things are a little simpler. Instead of typing 
dozens of cards you create one entry with all the information. With the information entered correctly you are able to 
search the database by words or terms.  

Do you remember the old card catalogues we used to find books in the library? Back in the day, before computers came 
on the scene, you would dig through a drawer full of catalogue cards to find a book rather than search for it on computer. 
Cards were filed alphabetically under authors, subjects, book titles etc.   
 
Archives used a similar system to catalogue photographs. It was very cumbersome. For each photo catalogued you 
typed a card for the title, the number it was listed under, each person in the photo, the location and so on. For the image 
below you would have had to create a card for the title “Jasper Ski Club Annual Cross Country Ski Race on Connaught 
Drive”;  each of the people listed “Chess Bowen” and “Bob Gourley”, the location ”Connaught Drive 400 Block”; 



The Jasper Signal Page  8 

Why should I pay for museum photos?           2/2 

 

 

 
 
As you see from the print out of the record above, the information is all there. You hope you don’t forget any points such 
as a name or location. And you are in big trouble if there is a typo or variation on the spelling. With over 14,000 records 
there are bound to be some mistakes and missing information but these are minimized by careful attention to detail and 
double checking everything. Small things can slip you up. Is it “cross country skiing” or crosscountry skiing” that could 
make a difference when searching. 
 
What happens to all of these scanned images? Have you seen them popping up on the internet, perhaps Facebook. The 
JYMA participates in the Archives Society of Alberta (ASA) online portal “Alberta on Record”. We have submitted 7918 
images for inclusion on this site. Portals such as Alberta on Record and Archives Canada provide internet access to 
locate historic images. Each of these sites have polices in place which govern the use of these photos. They are clearly 
posted on each site. In the ASA’s case “For access to holdings or for reproduction information, please contact the 
archival institution that is responsible for the records you are interested in.”  The JYMA also has a policy for reproduction 
of the photos in their care which includes proper citation and a cost. 
 
Why the citation and cost? Think of the work that has gone into getting the image to the point you can access it online. 
The time and money to catalogue them in the first place. The equipment, software, staff time, long term digital storage, 
protecting the originals. This for over 14,000 images. 
 
We love to see the JYMA photos up online and enjoyed by many. Next time you see a photo on Facebook stamped with 
JYMA take a moment to think about the effort and expense it takes to get it there. Also remember caring for the archives 
photo collection is just one small part of the of what the JYMA, a nonprofit society, does to preserve our history. 
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Private Memberships  

Corporate Memberships  

Renew your Membership  

Renew your Museum! 

Help us tell our Jasper Stories! 

On Tuesday, March 17th at 7:00pm 
Canadian award winning 
Cinematographer & Natural History 
Filmmaker Andrew Manske will be back 
at the museum for his 5th talk, this time it 
is Wild Alberta: The Willmore profiling 
the wild Willmore Wilderness Park. 
Located just north of Jasper National 
Park in Alberta, the Willmore 
encompasses 4,600 square kilometres 
of pristine northern Rocky Mountain 
habitat. Scientific research is conducted 
in the area to determine numbers of 
grizzly bears, wolverines and the 
endangered mountain caribou. Andrew’s 
first four talks were sold out, space is 
limited so get there early. Andrew’s 6th 
talk of the series of 6 will be “Wolf Hunt” 
Tuesday April 21 at 7 pm. 
 
Admission for Museum members is 
FREE and $5 for non-members.  Cash 
Bar. 

 Member Benefits 
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Daisy Hartley pushed JYHS to tell our Jasper Stories 1/2 

 

“Daisy O’Bannon was born in Illinois, in 1877 and, while she hoped to enter training for nursing, her 
mother died at a young age, and she had to go to work in a factory where she learned to sew. Daisy 
O’Bannon married George Williamson Hartley in 1902. George Hartley was born in Ohio in 1878 and 

took his theological training in Dayton, Ohio. 
While waiting for a church to become available, 
he went to work as a secretary for the Y.M.C.A. 
For several years the couple struggled to 
survive in a series of postings. The Hartley's 
moved to Jasper after their first child was born 
and George went to work for the Canadian 
National Railway. Between 1903 and 1917, 
they added seven children to their family. 
When George died in 1936, it fell upon Daisy 
Hartley to support herself selling perfume and 
lingerie at Jasper Park Lodge and later, 
opening a shop in town to sell Phillips Radios, 
Airway Vacuum Cleaners, Nechi Sewing 
Machines, Wear-ever Cookware, bone china, 
pottery and souvenirs. She was proud to be an 
Easy Washing Machine dealer, knowing that 
owning a washing machine would help many of 
the women in town. In the 1960s Daisy wrote a 
column for the Jasper Totem under the name 
of ‘Mayflower’ hoping to keep Jasper’s history 
alive. While Daisy had an entrepreneurial spirit, 

she did not have a head for business, allowing people to buy on credit without insisting on regular 
payments. She also held a large mortgage on the family home on Geikie Street which saddled her 
with a debt until her death. She died in her store at age 90.  
 
In a tribute to Mrs. Hartley from the Jasper-Yellowhead Historical Society, Mrs. Constance Peterson 
wrote: "Hundreds of visitors returning to Jasper this year will feel let down when they find Mrs. 
Hartley missing from her store. For years they have returned to browse, to buy, or just to renew the 
acquaintanceship and chat. The unique atmosphere of a bygone age drew them. She knew it and 
capitalized on it by adding an old fashioned warmth and personal interest which nowadays is not 
often found in business. 
Seldom did we find her alone 
in the store, friends dropped 
by for a few words and being 
asked to sit on a bench or 
box and chat awhile, found it 
difficult to leave. Her 
reminiscences, filled with 
humorous anecdotes and 
accompanied by her happy 
laugh, were in themselves a 
history of Jasper.  
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Outreach Exhibit  at the Jasper Activity Centre  

Museum Display Case. 
In the Lobby  at JAC 

 
Fire Towers protecting Jasper  on 
display to Aug 30, 2020. Have a 
look the next time you are in the 

Activity Centre for curling, hockey 
or  one of the many events held 

there.  
Inquiries and ideas:       

Sheila Couture   (780) 852-4949          

 

Daisy Hartley pushed JYHS to tell our Jasper Stories  2/2  

 

 

 

Very little escaped her notice and her pithy 
remarks on current happenings, government 
policy, or past events were to the point. How 
often we have wished we could have used a 
tape recorder there, but she would not hear 
of it. 
One of her real interests was the Jasper-
Yellowhead Historical Society, and the 
personal stories of the people. We owe her a 
debt of gratitude for pushing us on that 
score. 

 

 

We feel that people could pay no tribute to Mrs. Hartley that would be dearer to her heart than to 
help in collecting Jasper's history.  
Thank you Mrs. Hartley for many things, including lessons in cheerful independence, tenacity, 
friendship and love of community." 
             Jasper Reflections p. 184 
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Showcase Gallery  
“Hiding in Plain Sight : Discovering the Metis Nation “ 
An exhibit from Library and Archives Canada with local 
stories and artifacts. To May 3, 2020. 
Alcove Gallery    
“Our Gift Shop Annual Art Sale” 
All art pieces are 20% off for non-members and 30% off 
for JYMA members. To late March 2020.  
Bridgland Room (meeting room) 
The Winter Market will run on the Third Wednesday of 
each month from 11 am to 3 pm until April 2020. 

Admission is free to attend the market.  

The Bridgland Room is open for rental, by the day 
or half day. 

The Showcase Gallery can also be rented for your 
events.  

Please contact the Museum for room rental 
availability   and cost.  

 

Museum Hours : 
Winter...Thursday to Sunday  

Summer… Daily  

10 am to 5 pm  
 

Archives 
Tues, Wed, Fri,  Sun 

10 am to 4 pm 

Please phone for appointment 

 

JYHS Board 

board@jaspermuseum.org 

Rob Hubick  

manager@jaspermuseum.org  

Dee Dee Bartlett  

collections@jaspermuseum.org 

Karen Byers 

archives@jaspermuseum.org  

Margret Bealy 

giftshop@jaspermuseum.org 

Norween Haque  

exhibits@jaspermuseum.org 
 

www.jaspermuseum.org 

Jasper Museum on Facebook 

jasper.museum on Instagram 

@jaspermuseum on Twitter 

The Museum reminds members by email or 

by Facebook for upcoming events. Talk to 

the  museum if you wish to be added to the 

email list  or phone list. 

Jasper-Yellowhead Museum &Archives 
400 Bonhomme Street, Jasper , Alberta    780 852 3013 

The Jasper Yellowhead Museum and Archives,  the repository 

for the history of Jasper. Remember the Museum when you are 

wondering what to do with pictures and artifacts from the Jasper 

and Yellowhead area. And remember the museum for local 

historical research.  Support Jasper's Museum! 

Fred’s Book Nook 
on the Museum’s 
main floor offers 
donated books year 
round for a 
suggested 
donation. The 
Nook’s excess are 
stored for the 
annual summer 
book sale.     


